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Sunderland Sikh Association agrees to stop meat and alcohol parties in Gurdwara complex

Sikh Council UK assistance greatly appreciated by Satkaar Campaign 

Further to our previous Sangat Updates on Friday 11 March 2011 and Tuesday 15 March 2011, each of which can be seen on our blog, in relation to a party with meat and alcohol to be held at the Sikh Leisure Centre, which forms part of the Gurdwara complex of the Sunderland Sikh Association (the SSA), on Saturday 19 March 2011, the Satkaar Campaign further engaged with the Sikh Council UK (the SCUK) and the SSA committee to ensure that Akaal Takhat Sahib's 2006 Sandesh is complied with at the SSA. 

With the blessings of Guru Ji and the active participation in this matter by the UK Sangat, the SSA committee have taken the bold and positive step to stop taking further bookings for meat and alcohol parties being held at the Sikh Leisure Centre. 

We understand that this hall had been running for the last 10 or so years. The UK Sangat, even prior to the conception of the Satkaar Campaign, has been working for the last 5-6 years to stop meat and alcohol parties at this hall. To their credit, we understand the SSA committee passed a resolution in July 2010 signalling their intent to stop parties at this hall, though no firm deadlines were given as to when this would take place. Further bookings have taken place since July 2010. However, after receiving requests from the UK Sangat, the Satkaar Campaign and the SCUK, the SSA committee formally passed a resolution on Sunday 12 March 2011 confirming that no further bookings for parties at this hall will be taken. A copy of this resolution, signed by President of the SSA, Manjit Singh Cheema, is attached. 

We also attach a reply to our letter to them from the SCUK in relation to the Sunderland issue specifically, and more generally, which expresses the SCUK's support for the underlying principles of the Satkaar Campaign, which is to ensure implementation of Akaal Takhat Sahib's 2006 Sandesh. We are fully in agreement with the SCUK's statement that all issues relating to the Satkaar Campaign should be resolved peacefully through dialogue and debate in a mutually respectful manner. We will continually strive to meet the Campaign's objectives in this manner. However, where Gurdwara Parbandhik committees refuse deliberately to comply with Gurmat Maryada and the 2006 Sandesh of Akaal Takhat Sahib, which is the highest authority for Sikhs worldwide, we may be compelled to call a PEACEFUL protest to raise awareness of the Beadbi taking place. However, this will be a last resort only to ensure that the Satkaar for Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji Maharaaj is maintained, when all other forms of dialogue have failed. 

We are thankful to the SCUK for their involvement on this issue, and we believe that their engagement made a notable contribution to resolving the SSA issue. As the leading umbrella Sikh organisation which represents the UK Sangat, the Satkaar Campaign looks up to the SCUK in this regard, and we wish to continue working hand-in-hand with the SCUK in ensuring that all UK Gurdwaras follow the 2006 Sandesh so that the authority of Akaal Takhat Sahib is not undermined and maximum Satkaar for Sri Guru Granth Ji Maharaaj is maintained.

Finally, we would like to point out that we understand there are 5 existing bookings at the SSA's Sikh Leisure Centre, which run until mid-September including, as mentioned above, a party this coming Saturday 19 March 2011. We have requested the SSA committee to liaise with the families that have booked such existing parties to have them re-located to another venue not linked to the Gurdwara Sahib, so as to prevent the Beadbi that will otherwise occur. The SSA have agreed to make such requests to the relevant families. Upon request by the SSA committee, Satkaar Campaign Sevadaars will also be willing to have any discussion required with an affected family. We pray that the relevant families agree to move their parties away from the SSA Gurdwara complex. 

Waheguru Ji Ka Khalsa Waheguru Ji Ki Fateh!

