
Dear :  

Urgent Action: India to hang Balwant Singh on 31 March 2012  

I am writing to express my deep concern that it was confirmed on 13 March that India is preparing to break its 

moratorium on the death penalty by hanging Balwant Singh on 31 March at 9am in Central Jail, Patiala.  

Balwant Singh was a close friend of Dilawar Singh, a serving police officer in the Punjab Police who in 1995 killed 

the then Chief Minister of Punjab, Beant Singh, who was responsible for the mass genocide of the Sikhs in the 

1980s and early 1990s.  

In recent years Amnesty International has welcomed the lack of executions in India, with the last one taking 

place in 2004, but expressed its concern that at least 50 death sentences are passed each year by the Indian 

courts.  

By making this announcement India is signalling to the world that when it comes to Sikh prisoners it is prepared 

to break the moratorium and reverse the trend to abolish the death penalty.  

There is a real risk this may open the flood gates and allow India to execute the likes of Professor Davinderpal 

Singh Bhullar. His case has been highlighted by Amnesty International and raised with UK Parliamentarians on a 

number of occasions. He has now been in prison for over 17 years and been on death row in Tihar Central 

Prison, New Delhi for over nine years.  

This most recent announcement also comes on the back of the pre-mature release last month of Kishori Lal, who 

was awarded the death penalty in the murder of three Sikhs with a chopper knife on 1 November 1984. Many in 

the Sikh community feel the Indian authorities are blatantly targeting Sikhs and many countries around the 

world may stay silent as they do not want to jeopardise trade with India.  

I urge you to:  

i) write to the Foreign Secretary to:  

a) immediately raise with India the UK Government’s concern about the execution of Balwant Singh 

planned for 31 March  

b) use the UK presidency for the Council of Europe to get the other 46 Member States to exert pressure 

on India regarding the need to abolish the death penalty without further delay  

ii) contact Amnesty International to launch an urgent action appeal  

Yours sincerely  

Signature : ________________________________________ 

Name :___________________________________________ 

Address:________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ Post Code :_____________ 


