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Sikh Council UK Success

INn British Parliament

In a debate held in Westminster Hall at the Houses of Parliament on Wednesday 13"
March 2013, the Sikh Council UK was recognised by Members of Parliament of all
parties as a ‘national advocate’ for British Sikhs and praised for being a
‘democratically elected body’. MP’s urged the Prime Minister, Ministers and the
Government to work with the Sikh Council UK to ‘take on board points made by the
British Sikh community’ ‘so that Sikhs feel that their voice is being heard’.

The British Sikh Community debate was instigated by the All Party Parliamentary Group
(APPG) for British Sikhs and was led by Gareth Johnson, Conservative MP for Dartford.
Over 50 MP’s took part with around half being able to speak during the ninety minute debate.
The APPG for British Sikhs led by Fabian Hamilton, Labour MP for Leeds North East had
encouraged MP’s to apply for a debate and had been supported in this call by the Sikh
Council UK and the Sikh Federation (UK).

‘The debate yesterday on the British Sikh community was very positive in many respects. It
was not only the turnout of a large number of MPs from all sides, which was excellent as the
Sikh community only had 5 days to mobilise, but also in terms of the responses given by Don
Foster, the Minister for Communities and Local Government as part of his sum up at the end
of the debate.’

During the debate, all MP’s acknowledged the exceptional contribution of Sikhs in the UK to
the civic and economic wellbeing of the United Kingdom. MPs also praised Sikhs for their
positive contribution in all the professions and the achievements of individuals such as 101
year old marathon runner Bhai Fauja Singh were highlighted.

Jagtar Singh Gill, National Executive member of the Sikh Council UK said, “The
debate was a major achievement for British Sikhs with so many MP’s attending and
taking part. The recognition given by MP’s to the Sikh Council UK is also very
welcome and it is clear that the Sikh Council UK is now in a position to influence and
work with Government to resolve and handle issues affecting Sikhs in the UK and
Europe.”

He added, “This has only been possible due to the support given to the Sikh Council
UK by Gurdwara’s and other Sikh organisations from across the country. | would
urge any remaining Gurdwara’s to affiliate to the Sikh Council UK so we can further
strengthen the Sikh voice at a national and European level.”

As well as discussing and promoting the Sikh Council UK as a key interface for the
Government with UK Sikhs, MP’s also discussed issues relating to Sikh Identity in the UK.
Many MP’s also raised issues regarding human rights concerns held by Sikhs.
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MP’s of both parties commended the work carried out leading to a respectful solution for
security procedures at airports for turban wearing Sikhs but wanted assurances that the
Government would continue pressing for other European countries to also adopt these
procedures.

MP’s recognised even though the Sikh Identity was protected in many respects, there was
further work to be done, particularly in respect to the wearing of the turban at places of work,
the Kara and the Kirpan.

Sikh Council UK National Executive member, Dabinderjit Singh said, “Individual cases
relating to Sikh identity have a major impact on Sikhs right to freely practice their
religion in this country and unfortunately are becoming more and more common. The
Sikh Council UK and other Sikh organisations have been campaigning very hard to
raise awareness and promote solutions to these and it is quite reassuring that these
key issues of concern are being taken on board by MP’s.”

As well as Sikh identity issues, MP’s also discussed recognising Sikhs for their participation
in World War | during the centenary commemorations later this year, the success of Sikh
faith and faith ethos schools and the need for funding to be more easily accessible for Sikh
community groups.

An important topic that was raised by some MP’s was the human rights concerns held by
many British Sikhs. The debate held in the House of Commons a week earlier to encourage
India to abolish the death penalty and the desire for greater transparency, honesty and
justice for the events of 1984 and subsequent years was raised several times.

Following the debate, the Government representative, The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of
State for Communities and Local Government, Rt Hon Donald Foster sought out
representatives of the Sikh Council UK and in brief discussions agreed to an early meeting
with the Sikh Council UK to further many of the issues discussed.

Gurinder Singh Josan said, “The debate and our subsequent conversation with the
Minister and with other MP’s clearly show they welcome the Sikh Council UK as an
organisation they want to have dialogue with and to work with.

END

For further information from the Sikh Council UK, please contact Balvinder Kaur —
info@sikhcounciluk.org

Live recording of the debate can be watched on link:
http://www.parliamentlive.tv/Main/Player.aspx?meetingld=12786

Hansard written record is available at:
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130313/halltext/1303
13h0001.htm#13031340000002
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